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written far otherwise. With the spirit that flinched not at the privations of
forest life she went into a voluntary exile, and were the same constancy to
prevail in India, the attainment of dharmarajya was only a question of time.
If they desired to compel respect after the manner of Sita, they should
set aside indolent repose and turn with ever increasing earnestness and enthu-
siasm to the charkha.
The yarn they would turn out by assiduously plying the spinning-wheels
would cover the nakedness of India and deliver her from the slough of eco-
nomic serfdom.
Proceeding, Mahatma Gandhi went on to observe that service was in the
nature of religion to women. Animated by the will to serve they would bring
about the salvation of the country far more effectively than the graduates in
their midst, India wanted men and women who would freely move among
the working classes and share their joys and sorrows. Indiscriminate charity
which deprived beggars of all incentive to work was fraught with danger to
self-reliance and the only way to strike at the root of mendicancy was to
induce the beggar to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow by means of the
spinning-wheel. He had decided to put on a loin-cloth in consideration of
India's nakedness and would be ill at ease until all and sundry worked at
spinning-wheels to clothe the scantily-clad millions. If they were attracted to
the meeting out of curiosity to see him dressed in a lob-cloth, if they put on
khadi to keep up appearances they would be practising a trick on him. They
might deceive him and even deceive themselves by dissembling their real senti-
ments, but by no means that human ingenuity could devise, could they deceive
God. It was idle to continue to wear foreign clothes on the ground of exhaust-
ing the existing stock. Would they drink liquor if they had a bottle of wine
in stock. On no specious excuses could they justify the use of foreign clothes,
when once they were convinced of their impurity. Did not Sita reject the costly
garments in preference to the valkals (leafy clothing) in the Ashoka Forest? It
was her heroic defence of chastity against numerous temptations and threats that
secured her primacy of position in the salutation: "Sita-Rama". If they excelled
in the refinements of the culinary art, they could as well show proficiency in
spinning the finest yarns. He looked forward to seeing them all dressed in
khadi on the occasion of the forthcoming session of the Congress, They had
hitherto cheerfully given anything he demanded and he felt confident that the
response to his demand for delivering foreign clothes would be equally generous.
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